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Summary
Tomohiro Nishimura

Okuyama Jun'’ichi is one of the leading experimental filmmak-
ers in postwar Japan. Okuyama’s work is characterized by
his theme of film’s technical structure and system, but he is
also known for his film-based performances. For Okuyama,
performance is by no means a secondary activity, but rather
forms an essential part of his film work. In the 1960s,
Okuyama was influenced by “structural films,” which were
derived from underground American films, and began per-
forming film-based performances after participating in a hap-
pening performance that was popular in Japan at the time.
His work has consistently tended to return to the early days
of film, but the theme of film structure and performance in
film were linked through early films. At the time the movie
was born, it was rare for the movie itself to move, so the au-
dience gathered to see the technology. In the same way,
Okuyama presents the technical aspects of film as a specta-
cle, a performance. This paper analyzes Okuyama’s half-cen-
tury of filmmaking from the perspective of performance.
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