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Meter, Shi-Ji, Breath : On the Rhythm of Poetry
Mitsumatsu Yukio

Within a historical epoch of the so-called “modernity” and its
socio-cultural logic, certain sets of fixed verse forms in the
Japanese-language sphere began to subject themselves to
skepticism, and sometimes to radical question in a self-reflex-
ive way, as in other language spheres. Consequently, their le-
gitimacy as methodical norms for poetic literature has more
or less waned, and in some cases seemingly almost exhaust-
ed, especially in the field of modern and contemporary “collo-
quial free verse” (kago jivi shi I 135 HHEE).

The situation still has left today, however, according to
Fujii Sadakazu, an essential problematic of poetic “meter” in
Japanese “poetry” or “poesy” (shika k) in the broad sense.
Struggling around this topos, Hagiwara Sakutaro had already
exposed the dimension of “rhythm” through his hypothetical
concept of “inner meter/rhythm” (naizai inritsu WAEFREL).
Taking this inceptive attempt of Hagiwara’s into view and
through re-reading of Tokieda Motoki's theory of Japanese
grammar, Fujii Sadakazu has elaborated a systematic model
on the rhythm of “i #" (“dependent functional words” that
devoid the referential meaning) in his Grammatical Poetics,
which seems for us, with its incessant co-differentiation from
“shi &#l" (“independent semantic words”), to posit the primor-
dial “shi/ji"-rhythm as one of basic formal facets of poetic or
proto-poetic “meter.”

While generating itself impersonally in the grammati-
cal dimension, the “ski/7i"-rhythm would be able only to exist,
from ecopoetic and cosmological perspective, within an imma-
nent “life” as breathing being. This elemental “breath,” being
lived and instantiated through our each literary act, which
Izutsu Toshihiko seems to have postulated as one of the
starting points in his theory of language, would suggest that
the literary “meter” fundamentally inhabits the living
rhythms yielded by the breath of a life at eco-cosmological
scale. Breathing rhythm of this immanent life thus corre-
sponds to the self-differentiating primordial meter/rhythm in
grammatical dimension, then to literary rhythm and various
poetic meters, each layer of which might be occurring, theo-
retically, beyond specific natural language spheres.
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