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Creating Mongolian Decorative Monyo Archives : From
Northern Eurasia to Okhotsk, Ainu and Jomon

Yuko Fukatsu Chihiro Minato

Naruaki Sasaki Satoru Wono

Monyo are decorative designs of the variety typically found on
clothing, arts and crafts, and architecture. They are visual images
deeply connected to our everyday lives, boasting a heritage as long
as the history of human creativity itself. In this study, we intended
to achieve a comprehensive study of creating Mongolian decora-
tive monyo database and archives using multi-media. Firstly, we
collected monyo from historical and cultural heritages, rituals, daily
lives and festivals at contemporary society in Mongol, and we ana-
lyzed them from our points of academic fields such as art anthro-
pology, visual arts, music, and costume studies. Secondly, we ex-
plored relationships between Mongolian decorative monyo and
those of other cultures such as from Ukraine to Japan including
Okhotsk, Ainu and Jomon culture. As results, three short movies,
approximately 600 images of monyo, an auto generated monyo ap-
plication, those of which shows from the origin to transition pro-
cess of monyo toward 215 Century, were presented and placed into
Tama Art University Monyo Database and Archives (TAMA
MON22 on Web). In an exhibition, Mongol: The Empire of MON-
YO, we presented the result of our study including images, a mod-
el of gel, a wall hanging textile and costumes, and images of Mon-
golian decorative art and culture. In addition, we utilized this
exhibition for educational Art & Design activities such as open
classes for students, gallery talks, and a panel discussion to the
public. As results of tracing the changes of monyo from the begin-
ning toward contemporary society in the 215 century, we conclud-
ed that the Mongolian monyo has diverse including (1) the animal
and geometric monyo by the nomadic tribe represented by histori-
cal and cultural heritages, (2) religious and auspicious symbols in-
spired by Tibetan Buddhism, and (3) the national emblem soyom-
bo
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