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From the broad theme of urban landscape, the subject of this thesis has narrowed to focus
on the view, and the act of viewing, from city-view observatories. The premise being that
the act of viewing a cityscape from a city-view observatory can have a similar function to
that of viewing the landscape of the view from a mountain summit, and that this
experience—the visualization of the city in this manner—is integral to the city-dweller’s
self-image.

Themes such as Space and Place have become ubiquitous across a broad spectrum of
research disciplines. The shifting of our perception of reality, and the space or place in
which this reality is, or these realities are, situated, is no doubt a catalyst for such a surge
of recent interest. The development of technology has impacted the conectedness of this
curent generation of urban-dwellers, transgressing geographical borders, and even
physical space, to form a shared global culture, existing on both physical and virtual planes.
Within the majority of developed countries, the bulk of the populace lives or at least works
in the urban centers of their respective countries. Therefore, it seems appropriate to look at
urban landscape, and the interactions of people with these sites, as a starting point when
considering issues related to contemporary culture.

The view of the city from above, through its panoramic aesthetic and effective
disorientation of the viewer’s sense of space, has the potential to produce a viewing
experience that is immersive. The predominantly visual experience of the city-view
observatory, and the residual mental image left in the mind of the viewer combined with
the reproduction of such images in the media, may even replace the ground-level
experience, as representative of the city in the mind of the urban dweller.



Following on from an exploration of Romanticism in chapter one, the relationship
between the city and its inhabitants in chapter two and the investigation into immersive
experiences of landscape and the city view in chapter three, chapter four introduces
Outside In—a body of artworks which attempts to bring together all of these strands of
inquiry. Taking this proposed function of the city view as a point of departure, I describe
and analyse my re-working and re-presentation of this view, through my studio practice.
The method applied in the process of making and presenting this body of work Outside In
1s to re-construct a spatial experience for the viewer. The new experience is intended to
highlight and further encourage the self-reflective nature of the original city-viewing
experience.

Outside In employs motifs of Romanticism, but the works themselves are not of this
genre; not even a New Romanticism. The works are derived from photographic images of
the city view, but do not seek to create an illusion of being inside this landscape. The works
relate to illusion, but reveal all of their tricks within a moment. They are the illusion laid
bare—a first step to beginning a conversation about the desire to be deceived. Through the
construction and analysis of the body of work Outside In, I consider the viewer’s role and
their interaction with the artwork, including the physical navigation, and the mental
connections required to finalize the artwork in the mind of the viewer. Finally, the idea of
the deconstructed view is presented, considering how the absence of illusion combined with
transparency of intent allows the viewer to become self-aware and active in their capacity
as viewer.
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