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Hisui Sugiura and Creating Design Archives: MONYO in
Modern Japan from the Perspective of East-West Exchanges
Yuko FUKATSU

Toshiharu ITO

Hisui Sugiura (1876-1965), a graphic designer and design ed-
ucator, is known as one of the founders of Tama Art Univer-
sity. Also, Hisui, a pioneer of modern design in Japan, had
been successful as a Japanese painter, a graphic designer
with brilliant achievements. In this thesis, we explored and
focused on his talents as an image creator and an image ar-
chivist rather than as a graphic designer and an artist. Influ-
enced by Western art and design, his archivistic thinking
and creativities provided strong impacts on modern art and
design in Japan. We concluded that he was a rare designer
who could organize various archives of graphic images in the
20" century. As a part of histories at Tama Art University,
Hisui's spirits, achievements and ideas have been inherited
in our design research to establish MONYO Archives in the
21t Century.
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