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Through the comparative historical research on several
events in the postwar design history, this paper attempts to
reconsider the background of the historical perception and
the methodology which appeared in the famous book Grid
systems in graphic design (1981) written by Josef Miiller-
Brockmann (1914-1996), one of the representative graphic
designers in the 20" century. First, this paper overviews the
debate on modernism and traditionalism in the field of typog-
raphy which had been conducted in postwar Switzerland to
clarify the connection between this debate and Miiller-Brock-
mann’s historical perception. Second, this paper focuses on
the relationship between the typographic grid and norms ex-
plored by his contemporaries and the seminal research field
on the design methodology which has developed around the
1960s. In the light of the relationship with these several
events in the design history, this paper compares and consid-
ers the background of the historical perception and the meth-
odology of Miiller-Brockmann, which can be found especially
in the constructive and future-oriented approach when he de-
scribed the timeless systems of order beyond ancient and

modern times in the Grid systems.
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