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Uchii Shozo’s “Hana Blocks”
Weaving

Decorative Concrete Blocks in the Murokawa Housing
Project and Postwar Okinawa

Naoki ISOBE

as an Homage to “Minsah”

This paper is a study of “Hana blocks” (decorative concrete
blocks) designed by architect Uchii Shozo (1933-2002) for
the Murokawa Housing Project in Okinawa. After World War
II, housing systems employing concrete blocks became wide-
spread throughout Okinawa Prefecture. In particular, decora-
tive concrete blocks developed as curtain walls to block light
and wind. These decorative concrete blocks feature various
patterns and are commonly known in Okinawa as “Hana
blocks.”
meaning of “flower,” but refers to decoration or ornamenta-
tion. Uchii Shozo, one of Japan’s leading postwar architects,
served from 1997 as Master Architect for the planning and
construction of the Murokawa Housing Project in Okinawa

Hana in this case does not have the well-known

City, Okinawa Prefecture. Uchii was critical of postmodern-
ism and advocated the “restoration of ornament.” He focused
on “Hana blocks” for this project and created original designs.
Uchii was inspired by the “Minsah” weaving traditions of
Okinawa's Yaeyama Islands, and devised his own “Hana
blocks” as an homage. This paper analyzes the six varieties
of “Hana blocks” Uchii produced, and discusses Uchii’s ideas
on “restoration of ornament” and critical regionalism.
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